A rare type of drowning with a latent period following surviving an episode of immersion.
Drowning is a leading cause of accidental death worldwide and its diagnosis is an important part of forensic investigation. It is generally acknowledged that hypoxia due to airway obstruction by fluid is the primary mechanism of death in drowning. Drowned individuals are usually found dead in the water or show severe clinical signs once out of the water. However, sudden death due to drowning after a short period of recovery following immersion/submersion has rarely been reported. A case of a 40-year-old man who died suddenly due to severe pulmonary edema about 40 min after he was recovered from an episode of immersion is reported. We suspected delayed lung injury due to water aspiration as the prime cause of death. This rare type of drowning should be well recognized by a clinician or forensic pathologist.